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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

Notice of Opposition

Notice is hereby given that the following party opposes registration of the indicated application.

Opposer Information

Name MEEMIC Insurance Company

Granted to Date
of previous ex-
tension

12/10/2014

Address 1685 North Opdyke Road
Auburn Hills, MI 48326
UNITED STATES

Attorney informa-
tion

Jeremy D. Bisdorf
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss, P.C.
535 W. William St., Suite 400S
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
UNITED STATES
trademark@jaffelaw.com, jbisdorf@jaffelaw.com Phone:(734) 222-4776

Applicant Information

Application No 86269852 Publication date 08/12/2014

Opposition Filing
Date

12/05/2014 Opposition Peri-
od Ends

12/10/2014

Applicant Hartford Fire Insurance Company
One Hartford Plaza
Hartford, CT 06155
UNITED STATES

Goods/Services Affected by Opposition

Class 036. First Use: 0 First Use In Commerce: 0
All goods and services in the class are opposed, namely: Insurance services, namely, professional li-
ability insurance underwriting and administration services

Grounds for Opposition

Priority and likelihood of confusion Trademark Act section 2(d)

Marks Cited by Opposer as Basis for Opposition

U.S. Registration
No.

2950027 Application Date 05/20/2003

Registration Date 05/10/2005 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark THE EDUCATED CHOICE

Design Mark

Description of NONE

http://estta.uspto.gov


Mark

Goods/Services Class 036. First use: First Use: 2002/07/01 First Use In Commerce: 2002/07/01
UNDERWRITING AND BROKERAGE FOR PROPERTYAND CASUALTY IN-
SURANCE

U.S. Registration
No.

3322613 Application Date 12/18/2006

Registration Date 10/30/2007 Foreign Priority
Date

NONE

Word Mark THE EDUCATED CHOICE INSURANCE AGENCY

Design Mark

Description of
Mark

The mark consists of the literal element of the mark below an apple tree design.

Goods/Services Class 036. First use: First Use: 2006/05/01 First Use In Commerce: 2006/05/01
Insurance agency and brokerage; Insurance carrier services; Providing informa-
tion in insurance matters

Attachments 77066105#TMSN.png( bytes )
Hartford_Notice_of_Opposition.pdf(245769 bytes )

Certificate of Service

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of this paper has been served upon all parties, at their address
record by USPS Express Mail Post Office to Addressee on this date.

Signature /jdb/

Name Jeremy D. Bisdorf

Date 12/05/2014



 

2954623.1 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of Application Serial No. 86/269,852 

For the Mark:  EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE 

 

Published in the Official Gazette on August 12, 2014 in IC 036 

__________________________________________ 

MEEMIC INSURANCE COMPANY,   ) 

a Michigan corporation    ) 

       ) 

   Opposer,   ) 

       ) 

 v.      ) Opposition No.: 

       ) 

HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, ) 

a Connecticut corporation    ) 

       ) 

   Applicant.   ) 

__________________________________________) 

 

 

NOTICE OF OPPOSITION 

Meemic Insurance Company, a Michigan corporation (“Opposer”), believes it will be 

damaged by registration of the mark shown in Application Serial No. 86/269,852 in International 

Class 036 (the “Application”) and hereby opposes the same. 

 The grounds for opposition are as follows: 

1. Opposer has been using the mark THE EDUCATED CHOICE in commerce that may be 

regulated by United States Congress continuously since at least as early as July 1, 2002. 

2. Opposer is the current owner of United States Trademark Registration No. 2,950,027 for 

the mark THE EDUCATED CHOICE (the “‘027 Registration”) in association with 

“underwriting and brokerage for property and casualty insurance” in International Class 036.  A 

copy of the certificate of registration for the ‘027 Registration is attached as Exhibit A. 

3. The ‘027 Registration was issued on May 10, 2005. 
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4. Under Section 15 of the Trademark Act, the ‘027 Registration is now incontestable.  

Proof of acknowledgement by the United States Patent and Trademark Office (the “Office”) of 

the declaration of incontestability for the ‘027 Registration is attached as Exhibit B. 

5. Opposer has been using the following mark in commerce that may be regulated by United 

States Congress continuously since at least as early as May 1, 2006: 

 

6. Opposer is the current owner of United States Trademark Registration No. 3,322,613 for 

the mark identified in paragraph 5 above (the “‘613 Registration”) in association with “Insurance 

agency and brokerage; Insurance carrier services; Providing information in insurance matters” in 

International Class 036.  A copy of the certificate of registration for the ‘613 Registration is 

attached as Exhibit C. 

7. The ‘613 Registration was issued on October 30, 2007. 

8. Under Section 15 of the Trademark Act, the ‘613 Registration is now incontestable.  

Proof of acknowledgement by the Office of the declaration of incontestability for the ‘613 

Registration is attached as Exhibit D. 

9. Applicant filed the Application on May 2, 2014 based on its intent to use the mark 

EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE in commerce that may be regulated by United States 

Congress in association with “Insurance services, namely, professional liability insurance 

underwriting and administration services.” 
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10. The services with which Opposer uses the marks protected by the ‘027 Registration and 

the ‘613 Registration are similar in nature to the services for which Applicant seeks to register 

the mark EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE. 

11. Applicant’s mark EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE is confusingly similar to 

Opposer’s marks as protected by the ‘027 Registration and ‘613 Registration. 

12. The use of the mark EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE by Applicant is likely to 

cause confusion or mistake in the minds of purchasers and lead purchasers and prospective 

purchasers to believe that Applicant’s services as designated are the services of Opposer, or in 

some way backed by, sponsored by, approved by, associated with or otherwise connected with 

the good name and reputation of Opposer, to the damage and injury of the purchasing public, and 

to the irreparable damage and injury of Opposer and its goodwill in its registered trademarks 

associated with the ‘027 Registration and ‘613 Registration. 

13. Opposer will be injured and damaged by the granting to Applicant of a registration for 

the mark EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE because such mark, when used in 

connection with the services of Applicant, is likely to: 

(a) cause confusion or to cause mistake or to deceive as to some association between 

Applicant and Opposer and/or the services provided by each; 

(b) falsely suggest a connection or association with Opposer and/or its services; 

(c) damage Opposer’s valuable goodwill in its registered trademarks; 

(d) threaten Opposer’s rights to expand the scope of use of its registered trademarks 

to related, analogous or equivalent services; and 

(e) result in injury to Opposer’s established rights in and to its mark. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, Opposer requests that Application Serial No. 86/269,852 be 

refused and that this Opposition be sustained.  

Respectfully submitted, 

MEEMIC INSURANCE COMPANY, 

a Michigan corporation 

 

 

 

By:  /jdb/       

Jeremy D. Bisdorf 

Counsel for Opposer 

 

Date: December 5, 2014 

 

JAFFE, RAITT, HEUER & WEISS, P.C. 

535 W. William St., Suite 400S 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 

Tel.: (734) 222-4776 

Fax: (734) 222-4769 

jbisdorf@jaffelaw.com, trademark@jaffelaw.com 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 

 



 

2954623.1 

Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

 

In the Matter of Application Serial No. 86/269,852 

For the Mark:  EDUCATORS PROFESSIONAL CHOICE 
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__________________________________________ 

MEEMIC INSURANCE COMPANY,   ) 

a Michigan corporation    ) 

       ) 

   Opposer,   ) 

       ) 

 v.      ) Opposition No.: 

       ) 

HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, ) 

a Connecticut corporation    ) 

       ) 

   Applicant.   ) 

__________________________________________) 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I, Jeremy D. Bisdorf, do hereby certify that on December 5, 2014, a true and complete 

copy of the NOTICE TO OPPOSITION and this CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE has been 

served upon the following attorney of record for the above mentioned trademark application by 

means of United States Express Mail – Post Office to Addressee: 

 

David T. Cunningham 

The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. 

1 Hartford Plz. 

Hartford, Connecticut 06155-0001  

 

    /jdb/   

Jeremy D. Bisdorf 

Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss, P.C. 

535 W. William St., Suite 400S 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 

Telephone:  (734) 222-4776 

Facsimile:  (248) 351-3082 

 

 


